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A Profile of a Computer Scholar:

7% (L&)

The Career and Identity of Professor

Gisaku Nakamura

Shigeru KOJIMA

ABSTRACT

Professor Gisaku Nakamura not only distinguished himself as a computer scientist

but also is well recognized as a "puzzle” scholar and collector of Ukiyoe art. He is also said to be quite
unique and interesting in his ways of thinking and behavior. This paper examines what makes him

stand out, paying special attention to his identity and career.
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English Translation of the Cartoons

D How to become rich.

1. Today’s topic is how to become rich. I have
so called “rich ears,” but nothing to do with

richness. Fortunately, our School has sev-
eral rich faculty members. Let me ask them

— 96—

how they made so much money.

. Money is like a woman. If you love money,

you'll be rich. I come to the campus by
motor cycle instead of car. I wear the same
suits. I cut my hair by myself. But I don’t
care!

If you follow the pattern I mentioned, I
guess you make money but can not become
rich. To become rich, you must earn much
more money. To make much more money,
you have to deal with as many as 100,000
people. My books on puzzles sell very well.

I don’t cling to money, but why I earn more
money than the average is that I have been
a moonlighter. I worked for my company
during the daytime, and wrote essays at
night. You have to write clearly for your
books to sell well.

If you do business with rich people, you may
become rich as well.

Since I often have business with company
presidents, I sometimes say, “President!”
by mistake at meetings.

. If you have a credentials like a doctor, CPI,

or lawyer, then you can earn much more
money.

Ladies and gentlemen! What do you think
about today’s discussion?

I was discouraged. I do not have any impor-
tant license. I'm not a moonlighter. I do not
write anything other than academic papers.
I have to spend much money because I have
two small children. I won’t be able to be rich
in the near future anyway.



@ —Professors of Science vs.
Professors of Social Science—

1. Professors are quite different, depending on
their fields of specialization: science or

social sciences. Although professors of sci- - 7.

ence come to campus every day, those of
social science don’t. I wonder if they sleep in
bed at home while they are not in the office.

2. Dean, you are wrong. The Kumamoto Pre-

fectural Government and the Matsudo 8.

Municipal Government are among my best
clients. As professors of science have to
come to campus every day to conduct exper-

Hbarva—g¥EnEE
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a week, because there are many histdrical
materials there. I think it useless if you sleep
in the office even if you are on campus. I
also publish papers regularly.

How nice the “rule of research at home”
sounds! But I can’t complain if he publishes
papers. Well, it’s easy to make excuses. |
don’t want to waste my time any more. |
should go home to sleep.

In addition, my-over-90-year-old-mother
is waiting for me with her dishes. I should
hurry up. Oh, how cold it is outside!

iments, so [ have to go to local governments @ Interesting Book

to do my fieldwork.

1. My book will come out soon.
3. How great the Kumamoto Prefectural Gov- 2. Congratulations! What kind of book is it?
ernment and the Matsudo Municipal Gov- No good.
ernment are! I can’t argue against his dedi- 3. Professor, Japanese humbly say, ”This is
cation to communities. But I wonder what no good, but please take it,” when they
other professors of social science are doing. give something. But Americans are more
I guess they must be sleeping in bed at home straightforward. If you translate ”No good”
when they don’t come to campus. into English, it means "Very interesting.”
. Am T right?
4. Dean, you have never listened to the SBS 4. You are right.
weekly business progam on radio, have you?
I serve as a regular commentator there. I'm @ Good Wife
trying to help advertise our School and
University through my activities in the mass 1. This is my wife. She enjoys herself in
media. Tokyo.
2. My wife is no good. Don’t you think so?
5. How wonderful the SBS radio program is! Not at all.
It’s good that our School and University 3. Professor, if you translate "no good” into
have become recognized and well-known. English, it means "very good,” doesn’t it?
But I wonder what other professors of social 4. You are right!
science are doing. I guess they must be
sleeping in bed at home. ® Impressive Story
1. My sponsor was quite impressed with my

6. I make it a rule to do research at home once
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research. A publisher was quite surprised
because my books sell so well.
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2. When I stayed with a British family two
years ago, they were quite impressed with
my English. Chinese students were surprised
because I spoke to them in Chinese. 6.
3. Professor, if you translate ”very impressed”
into English, it means ”not impressed at
all,” doesn’t it?

4. You bastard! Everyone was truly impressed!
® MARRIAGE

1. Last time I told you that spring had almost 7.
come to me, but that did not come true. I
won’t ask for a pretty woman any more, so
please find me a bride (crying).

2. Well, it’s not good to cry. Today, I'd like to 8.
ask my colleagues about their marriage,
how they found their spouse and how they
feel now.

3. My marriage was arranged when I was 30,
and I decided to marry a month later. Our
families lived near by and I did not see any
problem. 9.
She is a year younger than I. Probably
because my single life had lasted so long, at
the beginning of my marriage I felt as if I

was living with a stranger. 10.

4. Recently, a baby was born and I finally
became a “papa.” When I saw the baby for
the first time, she looked like an alien. Then
she looked like a monkey. Now at last she

looks like a human being / 11.

5. I got married at age 29, which is now consid-
ered a lucky number, thanks to Princess
Masako. But before that, after 25, women
were considered “unsold” like Xmas cakes.
So my parents were in a hurry to arrange a
marriage for me. Fortunately, by myself, I
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found my husband who came from the same
town and was two years older than I.

My husband’s university is far from here, so
we live separately. I'm raising three children
by myself and he joins us for summer, winter
and spring vacations. Our family is like that
of a fisherman who spends more than half
the year abroad. It’s good that “a husband is
out but in good health.”

My wife and I were classmates in elemen-
tary school. We got married at age 30,
because we found that we were the only
single ones among our friends at that time!

My wife? She pushes me hard to buy a
house. But I can’t afford to do that because
of educational expenses for my children. My
son managed to enter a college this year but
there are still two more to go. My daughter,
a highschooler, is now difficult to deal with.
She does not speak to me at all.

I got married at 24. I tend to be in a rush to
do things. I eat quickly and got married
quickly!

After graduating from college, I found a
job at a bank, where, to my surprise, I
re-met an old friend of mine from my high
school years. I decided to get married to her,
feeling a sort of "karma” in her presence.

After graduating from college, I started
working for NTT. At that time, NTT offi-
cials were “elite” and young women’s photos
were piled up on their bosses’ desk. The
photos were assigned to us young officials
one after another and my wife’s photo
happened to be assigned to me. I might have
gotten married to someone else if the photos



had been arranged even slightly differently.

12. My wife? No good. She enjoys shopping
and concerts in Tokyo. She also often takes
trips overseas. I have to work hard to make
much money for her pleasure.

@ Puzzleman

1. It’s me, Breadman (anpan-man), the
strongestman in the world. Ha ha ha ha.

2. Shut up, Breadman! You timid thing!
Shut up, Muscleman!

3. I'll eat you up, like this.

Help, help me!

4. Ha ha ha ha. It's me, Muscleman, the
strongestman in the world.

5. Shut up, Muscleman! Muscle does not
make a difference.

Shut up, Puzzleman!

6. Can you solve this question?
Too difficult for me. I give up.

7. Ha ha ha ha. IQ is stronger than muscle.

8. Shut up, puzzleman. I know your weak-
ness.

Shut up, badman!

9. I'm not a badman, but batman. Be care-
ful!l Anyway, look at this. ($) How come
you know my weakness?

10. He he he he, that’s not a problem. I'll
make a lot of money by writing books on
puzzles after I quit my post as Dean
soon.

11. Look at this then.
twice)

12. I don’t want to serve as Dean twice. A
Dean has to deal with a lot of chores and
serve as coordinator.

(elected as Dean

Graduation Thesis

1. This doesn’t deserve to be called a gradua-
tion thesis. How come you can claim such a

HbArEa—FEEDEE
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thing without going to the spot?

2. What did you do during your four years at
university? Go back home!

3. Failed, of course?
Let’s give him C, because I feel sorry for
him.

4. T'll give him A, because 1 feel good after
shouting.

@) Sacred Sword

1. Faculty Meeting

2. I'll quit my post as Dean unless you
approve this plan. It’s nonsense to serve
as Dean any more.

3. Silence

4. Silence

6. Nobody seems to oppose this plan. O.K.
It is settled.

7. Let’s move on to the next matter on the
agenda. Please take a look at the mate-
rial No.5-2.

8. My sacred sword cuts well in case of an
emergency!

@ Last Lecture

1. Last lecture by Professor Puzzleman

2. I'm sorry we won't be able to listen to his

lectures anymore. He was really interesting
and unique.
But I can’t stand his grading system. The
earlier you come, the better grade you get.
He always made a lot of money by selling
his books in the class, but he can’t do that
anymore.

3. Spring came and a new term began.

4. I retired last month but came back as a part
-time lecturer this month. In my lectures,
the earlier you come to the class, the better
grade you get. So please come as early as
you can. Also we use my books as text-
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books, so please buy them in the bookstore.
OK?

@ Mother and Son

1. My mother is over 90 and can’t hear well
any more.

I advise her not to answer the phone,
because she can’t hear anyway.

2. Am I right? Can you hear me?

Of course, I can hear you. Today’s main dish
is a baked saury.

3. My son is guite demanding.

I have to shop around, because he doesn’t
like what I buy for meals.

4. Kidding. I just care about your health. It you
stay home all day long, vou’ll be alzheimer
patient.

Today’s main dish is a baked saury.
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