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Brand Categorization and Product Involvement
Tetsuo SuGIMOTO

The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between the set sizes of brand categori-

zation and the level of product involvement. Some hypotheses derived from Sherif’s social jud-

gement theory were tested for sixteen beers. Consumers with higher level of product involve-

ment will be associated with larger size of the awareness, processed, reject, and trial set, and

smaller size of the evoked set. The hypotheses for the awareness, processed, reject, and trial

set were supported, but the hypothesis for the evoked set wasn’t supported. And the effects of

the level of product involvement on the categorization of each brand of sixteen beers were ana-

lyzed. The significant relationships were found in all brands of the processed and trial set. The

results indicate that the level of product involvement is related to the categorization of each

brand.
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