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ABSTRACT

School of Administration and Informatics (hereafter, Al) at the University of Shizuoka holds
a monthly faculty research session. In the academic year of 2001-02, it was decided that the re-
search session would adopt the systems conversation (i.e. brainstorming) style of the
International Systems Institute, and have the following steps: 1. Decision on the theme to work
on; 2. Input paper circulation and dialogue by email; 3. Conversation session; 4. Circulation of
report from a conversation session, which also serves as the input paper for the next session;
and, 5. Final report based on the above interactions.

Participation in the input paper submission, conversation, and report writing is all-voluntary.
It was decided that the theme be "Roles of Information Education and Computer Education in
the Educational Program of the School of Administration and Informatics." This is a topic that
all the AI faculty from various academic disciplines could work on.

Through such a conversation process, we have two major outcomes: 1. Dialogue among the
Al faculty across their A (Administration and Accounting), M (Mathematics and Model-
building), and C (Computer and Communication) backgrounds. 2. Common understanding that
the Al faculty members have various interpretations of the concepts such as information educa-
tion; computer education; nature and levels of information and computer-related knowledge and
skills the Al graduates are expected to have. Yet, regarding the necessary levels of knowledge
and skills required for the AI graduates, the AI faculty seems to have, or have come to an
agreement on their contents. Another point of agreement is that information education and
computer education need to be linked not only to their advanced levels, but also the A and the
M courses.
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