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THE CONTENTS OF THIS ISSUE IS SUMMARIZED IN ENGLISH BELOW

The Present Situation and Future Tasks for measures
against the declining birthrate

Aya KIMURA
Graduate School of Management and Information of Innovation, University of Shizuoka

Kentaro FUJIMOTO
Graduate School of Management and Information of Innovation, University of Shizuoka

Abstract:

In Japan, the total fertility rate and the number of births are on a downward trend and have remained
at low levels for a long time. As a result, total population is decreasing, and as the population ages, the
working-age population is predicted to decline rapidly and significantly.

In Shizuoka, both the total fertility rate and the number of births have fallen to record lows. After
peaking in 2007, total population has been on a downward trend and is predicted to decline by approximately
20% by 2040.

Japan has taken measures against the declining birthrate, but many policies have not been sufficiently
effective and the birthrate trend has not recovered. The reasons for this are that people are becoming more
and more unmarried, and that measures against the declining birthrate alone are not enough.

Therefore, we focused on the number of people between the ages of 20 to 40 in each city and town in
Shizuoka Prefecture, and examined how these changes in population affected the total fertility rate, attitudes
toward marriage, and attitudes after marriage. As a result, it was found that the creation of workplaces
helped to stop the population outflow, and that the population outflow was suppressed in bustling area.

In addition to comprehensive childcare support that will be promoted in the future, it will be necessary
to create workplaces, provide diverse work styles and work-life balance, and improve environments that make
it easy to raise children while working. Also, it will be required integrated initiatives that coordinate with
not only with the fields of medical care, welfare, and education, but also with employment measures and
regional revitalization initiatives in local industries.

Keywords: measures against the declining birthrate, unmarried, total fertility rate, population change rate,
view of marriage
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