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Abstract: In 2008, the total number of care staff in Japan reached 1, 280, 000 persons. However, considering
the ongoing ageing of the soclety, this number i1s expected to double by 2025, urging the need to secure
human resources. This research analyzes data collected during the practical care skill assessment plan to shed
light on the current situation and issues of the skill assessment system of care staff in Japan.

Concretely, this research investigates the validity of assessed items and the correlation between these items
and the characteristics of care staff such as their level of qualification, their years of practical experience,
and their workplace. In total, the Cabinet Office collected data over 850 care staff and identified 227 items
of skill assessment as part of the experimental plan to determine assessment criteria of the vocational quali-
fication system of Japan. Considering these same items, this research gathered data on care skills per char-
acteristic of care staff and revealed the current situation on care staff evaluation by calculating the
administration and penetration rates.

Results from this research are important due to the lack of studies showing the actual skills of care
staff in Japan and considering that none of them take into consideration the staff's level of certification.
Investigating the reinforcement of on- and off-the-job training i1s a crucial issue but the assessment itself is
difficult to perform in the current evaluation plan. This evaluation system could be improved through vari-
ous measures such as the implementation of joint test institutions using the currently existing inpatient fa-
cilities of each community.





