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Abstract

The objective of this study is to examine measures in Japan to implement the International Classification of
Functioning (ICF), which is comprehensively used across fields including health, medical, long-term care,
nursing, and welfare, so that Japanese people can utilize the ICF easily and comprehensively.

In order to achieve this goal, we experimentally implemented the recently developed generic set (ICF Generic
Core Set) of the ICT Core Set in medical settings for the first time and analyzed the outcomes, and we have
also gathered -clinical knowledge from specialists such as physicians and nurses involved with this
examination.

Our method was as follows. After creating the Japanese version of the ICF Core Set and the manual
explaining its use, we evaluated the health conditions of 285 patients with the cooperation of physicians,
nurses, physical therapists, occupational therapists, and certified social workers at general and acute
hospitals and recovery rehabilitation hospitals. At the same time, we also used each hospital's existing
assessment tools to evaluate patients' conditions. We also compared the evaluation results among the 5
occupations just mentioned.

The results were as follows. In almost 80% of cases, the items "Remunerative employment performance" and
"Remunerative employment_capacity" were applicable, (180 [81.1%] and 169 [77.2%], respectively), and so these
two items were found to have no evaluative validity.

We found a high association between the results of the ICF Generic Core Set and the preexisting assessment
tools, suggesting concurrent validity.

The evaluation results of the ICF Generic Core Set varied greatly, however, depending on the rater's
occupation, and the kappa coefficient of the inter-rater reliability was k 0.10-0.56, which was considerably
low.

The study concluded that, although 6 evaluation items from the ICF Generic Core Set (out of a total of 9,
excluding "d 850 Remunerative employment_capacity,” which had a high rate of non-applicability) can be used
as a draft for the Japanese version of the ICF Core Set, it is difficult to implement it as is in Japan. In
order to implement and promote the broad use of the ICF, we need to carefully select evaluation items that
are applicable to the Japanese clinical environment and add operational definitions and evaluation examples
before bringing it into common use.





