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Abstract:

This article focuses on social enterprises in Italy, a country that has developed laws regarding this sort
of enterprise. There are two streams of discussions on social enterprise; one is in the United States and the
other is in Europe. The concept of social enterprise in the United States mainly concerns enterprise for the
sake of revenue generation while pursuing social goals. In Europe, research efforts are directed more towards
establishing the ideal type of social enterprise that differs from a commercial enterprise, and studying the
characteristic features of social enterprise, such as the forms of organization and distribution constraints.
However, an examination of actual cases in Italy reveals that social enterprises are exposed to a competitive
environment, and that the boundary between social and commercial enterprise has become vague. In these
circumstances, we consider how social enterprises should be examined.
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