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O ERE (A3EE)  1(1.0%)

O ERE (B8 5(5.0%)

OFFERE (Z0fh) 0(0. 0%)

O - gifEsE 12(11. 9%)

O&RN R HVEE  8(7.9%)

O74 vy (FuaZ) 5E 11(10.9%)

OAA 38 12(11. 9%)

O~ R FLFE 3(3.0%)

O%A5E 2(2.0%)

OZEEE  21(20. 8%)

O~V T RE 7(6.9%)

O ZEE 0(0.0%)

(& DMl 25(24. 8%)

(f > RRTTFE, BB NT TA58, AV=—T Vi, A—T 2 Nk, ~
L=y 7R, bvaghk, vV Ry —hk, Ixvv—Eh, 77 U AGE. BA

V)

4, INFTORHBISHHHZHZTIZSL, (GREMITEAEEA) (BIZ
WZEH)  (N=101)

O1—10f 32(31.7%)

O11—20fF 15(14.9%)

021—50fF 11(10.9%)

051—100fF 14(13.9%)

(J101—200% 10(9.9%)

020 1#LLE 19(18. 8%)

5. BEBRE U TDHOTRHDBREBI UICDIIIFETID, (i : 1999) (1%
W) (N=101)

G2
1995 4E LLRT 24 (23. 8%)
1996-2000 £ 26 (25. 7%)
2001-2005 4E 22(21. 8%)
2006-2010 4F 20(19. 8%)
2011 H LI 9(8. 9%)
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6. CNET. COBRTEREBRESNELIED. FIBSHICRDET,

RE. PN CIBHEESHET,) (EHEIER) (BZEXZEH) (N=101)
COALME =& N deyfE) 65, 9%)
MUEEEEN (F. &F. B FKHE, I, m5)  9(8.9%)

SEAD @

OFEmBEEN (RS TR, BB, Bk, TH, Bl #ha)lll s, Lad

FB. §#0)  54(53. 5%)

O4ERmEEN (B, L @, R 25, —®#)  17(16.8%)
ORBREm#AE N (A, AR, KR, feE, &R, Ffkil) 3534, 7%)

OREmEEN (B &R, M, RS, a)  14(13.9%)
OmmEEEN @@, &) Z&, &) 7(6.9%)

O meEE N (R, EH, K, BEA, Koy, Bk, BIRE, FHhil)

7(6.9%)

7. MTFOBATIEBRAE UTEEI UIZREBEDSDNIEF T v I LTS, (E

la&wr) (BZvzE) (N=101)
(%2 75(74. 3%)
COMET  62(61. 4%)
HERFBEFT TOTHEDE 61(60. 4%)
OFNESEE 2 — (BT 7 A)  52(51.5%)
OIS EEECHIFT 55 (54. 5%)
OfR#EBIZEPT 25 (24. 8%)
O#{ERT 66 (65. 3%)
ORI HT - 37(36. 6%)
O/ EEERIFT  32(31. 7%)
O/ 4L 7(6.9%)
OIS 4 (4. 0%)
(EBE NEEER 39 (38. 6%)
OMBEBES 16 (15. 8%)
O RfR%&T  15(14. 9%)
OV A= 55 B 1 5[5 A SR RSE IR AT 9 (8. 9%)
OZofth 5 (5. 0%)

8. BHSZFH TOEIBHHHZHZ TIIZSV, SEADBRE. 8006
ESHFT, (EEXZH) (N=101)

CikBR7e L 62(61. 4%)

O1—5% 31(30.7%)
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06 —10fF 3(3.0%
01 1—201 3(3.0%
02 1—301 2(2.0%
O3 1L 0(0. 0%)

9. BODCEEEEBREVINRTSUYRZEBNXIN. ZNEEEFT—ZER
WEKID, (FIZELZH) (N=101)
ORT I ThDH, < OFFE2MHY Uiz, P LWL S i,
29 (28. 7%)
OFECTHD, EXFT—TIFRVBRT T L HF 270, 49(48. 5%)
Ov*¥F—Thd, EERBBEVRVWLAEGRY,  21(20.8%)
Obnbaw,  2(2.0%)

BIRDIEBOEBICDONTHRETNRLET

10. FEBRZLUTCNT, FE=E (HHB. BREE. #EAN) OHESEN [RUIC
<LV ERUDCEMEBHDFIN, (FHHIERFFEFHI) (N=100)

OX<&5H 22(22.0%)

O77FlcdH % 65(65.0%)

O&HED 72y 13(13. 0%)

OF >7=< 72wy 0(0. 0%)

11. TNETOTERT, FZB=BDO5LEHN. RENDHDDOIL), RLDOT LY
BLAOZIDDIE. EDUBOARLERLCEITD, (=101)

OHEHIE 50(49. 5%)

OREEE  13(12.9%)

OF#AN 27(26. T%)

OB 70y 11(10. 9%)

12, FEBE=FBOHDNHDDOIELHICDNTREFNRLET.
FE=BOEDXDBRFEULH, DHDDITSEKLSTBDIDTLUL DD, (HEEIEE
") (N=100)

OFOKREINEYTHD  37(37.0%)

OFETHENEY TH D 58(58. 0%)
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Oid-o& Y L72RE Tid 44 (44. 0%)

OO0 & DT T v ZREN 62(62. 0%)

Ot 7 v ARG N DY v 60(60. 0%)
Bl 2 T TIZHIZEFE L CW e AT SIcHEE 2o z) Tidal, TAIET
TIZHICEE L TWT, T <ITfEFEZBDZ] OXSIZET,

O 0T WGESROREH] 48(48. 0%)

OF5E L BN HMETH D 62(62. 0%)

CHEEMAFF DS WE L 22N CHEEAT 2ERKBLAE S (B TL2D~<))
31(31. 0%)

Ofifz EoMEHLIEWARE, BREOEMWMETH S 56(56. 0%)

OH#RY FIRY 2282 TEET 2(2.0%)

CHERRAICEEL Y 2 L C< D 56(56.0%)

OZoft 0(0. 0%)

1 3. BZB=BDNOHDICNGELEICDNTREFNRLET,
BT, TNETOTEEERT, FE=BDOH5. LVWTEZRIE RENHDDDICL), R
UICKWELEZETDDIE. EDIBDAZERKRLFITN,  (N=100)

O#HE  12(12. 0%)

ORMEEE 4242, 0%)

O 29(29. 0%)

Obnbeuy 17(17. 0%)

14, ODHEVIEL<EORAICDONTRIZEFNRALET,
FE=BDEDKIDRBFEULEN, DHDICKSERLSTBDNDTLLDD, BEHIEE
Af) (N=99)

O /&y 23(23. 2%)

OFETHEPETED  41(41. 4%)

CRENIL- X LARvy 24(24. 2%)

OO0E 5D T AREV 56(56. 6%)

O 7 AOREENR DY 12V 58(58. 6%)

Bl TAIZT TICRICEE L TNT, T<IHEELRERD ) TiEk, [TTIC

FIZEE L TWEATT SIHEELBD 2] O XD ITET,

O#ER 72 5ER 25 45(45. 5%)

OFFENRRWRE, Dz Wk T ATEET  48(48. 5%)

CHEEMAFOSWEI L Z2fE S (F] : TLD~<<))  33(33.3%)
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Ofiz ESMEHLIEWNARE, BREOBEMNIE-E D Ly 52(52. 5%)
OFRY FHRY 23720 2(2. 0%)

CEFRA~DOKELY 23720 36(36. 4%)

OZofh 0(0. 0%)

15, THADXDILN SRUDT VN FEUHZIDLEHIC, FZE=BICBRLTF L
RDNIFHZTIZS),

(16-20 X—TZ T FE W)

1 6. FEEBRICKDENICONTRIZITNALET,
FEBRZE LU CNT, EAOARURER LD CEDHDDFEIN,  (N=101)
Ok<Ho 44(43.6%) -16—1A1
O77FIZHD  44(43.6%) —-16—11
OHFE D 722y 12(11.9%) 17N
OF o>72< 72wy 1(1. 0%) =1 7N

16—1. FEEERICKDENDOR FURDIRRDDDIIICHLEIFTRLET, @R
[CRBDENOXAFURADRAT, UTFOKDBRRERELUCCEEHDFIIN., (#
Bmgwr)  (N=88)

DR R EINT <725 48(54. 5%)

OIRZ LBRWNAREZIT D 40(45. 5%)

OO R E->HIZ>T, £S5 19(21. 6%)

OHGENR L > SITHTZT, 9775 46(52. 3%)

ORIRERERS & > SITHTZ P, —ERLEbDEZFWET  37(42. 0%)
OSGERIZR/ NS I A% T 5 32(36. 4%)

/NE7eGRLEE LE 95 35(39.8%)

ORGEDEIR I 2Z2+5  23(26. 1%)

OSCRERORERE, REBRIAETDH 4(4.5%)

O0LODOXZRLELETH, RERIAEZTD 4(4.5%)

O ot 5(5. 7%)

17. FZEBRZLTNT. MFOELOBMNEREIBERUECEIEHDEIH, (HE
$alZ&wr)  (N=101)
OO THERTAZ LI, Ly vy—2FE U A 52(51.5%)
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OFEGRFHBYOFEELZ LT, vYavyZ7%%F% 9(8.9%)
OFEMEoZ 2B WH L, PTSD O X 5 22 ERBH S 4 (4. 0%)
(PTSD : DHIAMEL A N U AREE, FEOHRFZE 5 TH KRS 5\
HELZLDIEL, oA T4 7 DIERNTD)
OSFRBEBERH DD T, FMEOZ L AMANTFEET A L ANTED  18(17. 8%)
CFETRRRSPR L% & L a2 e S, L2200 2 DT Win & ARRITE
9 35(34. %)
OB OBRPMLE L LICEY  ADANEDRLELSIND Z LICRLE R A D
33(32. 7%)
CALIRE L RDEICHET 2 2 LT, B2 & T 5 11(10. 9%)
OE NMTEEBALTLEY, HEAEZKORITE N, FoLRUTRD
12(11. 9%)
OFOffh 7(6.9%)

8. EEEROIBIMCDONTRIZEFRLET ., @RIBEE. BIEZERKCFTIN,
(N=100)

0%\ 1(1.0%) —1 91\
OLLenENnZIELY 5(5.0% —19A
(I E 27 (27.0%) -1 91
O&bLLMNENZITDR 48(48.0%) —18—1A\
OA72uy 19(19. 0%) —-18—1A1

18—1. MERINNDDR] ERRELDAICRZFRLET.
DESRIBAIDVDIRNN S EBONDEBBRFATLU LD, (BEEKEZEF) (N=67)
O ORNZBEARER (EfRR, FEEPOAE) 28T RIS, Ss 720
53(79. 1%)
O DEIR O (SFREERE) & T, MRy 35(52. 2%)
OFEOEIITHAT, R2MEy 55(82. 1%)
O 6(9.0%)

O. FEBROIMIMCDONT, HEERLTCNDCENDNIFHZ T IZS),
(BRI AT (N=91)

CEFREI O EEFEMENR HNENTH D 57(62. 6%)

CHEFREL OB AN 07> B 720y 59 (64. 8%)

OREN D ZENHIN SR S 9, BXF— 6T 7 2 b HREERIC X 0 [F) Ui
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ThHsD 38(41.8%)

OV o #ES) B S eI Sk S U9, FsRIIC L D R LT H 5
48 (52.7%)

OFofh 12 (13.2%)

20. BHEFHDEAICKDBRADOEBIBICONTREZIFNRALET,
FBHEHHDBRERDBDD TIN, FEADBRE. BOHNRCEBHESHET,
([E1%&w2H)  (N=101)

Oy 39(38. 6%) —-20—1A1

Wz 62(61. 4%) —-20—2A1

20—1. BHEBHOBERDNDBDD DHBICHRTITNRLET,
BHEHHICZ T, BRADOEEMEZCERLCFTIN, (=38)
OLTHEx 16(42.1%) —20—31
O Lz 16(42.1%) —20—3A2
OZ& b 57 6(15.8%) 21N
O Lii>7=  0(0.0%) =211
O -7 000.0%) —21A2

20—2. BHEFHOERNBENSEICRLTIFNRALET,

FHEHHOBRERNDRNEBERZR A TSN,  (N=62)
O FE 72K FE R 720 57(91. 9%) —=21N
(MKFE N DTN Wr>72 58.1%) —20—2—11\

20—2—1. BHEFHOBRIKBZR OCHNDLCITNALET,
FBHEHHOBREM S TEBREHZ TIESN), (EEEZ ) (N=5)
OB OB TIEELMEZ LS 2(40. 0%)
NEH =F LSO THR] N SAVDSE TOBERITITRTIA & 5
1(20. 0%)
OER R 7= < 22y 2(40. 0%)
%ot 3(60. 0%)

20—3. HHEHH TEBMEZEEBRDSBICRIEFNRALET,
FHEFHICKDEBIBMEZZERUDRRAIL., @EERVNEI D, (BEE(EIZA])
(N=32)
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O (1 HZ2WLIZ 1 EMOFT) MERERFEDRZ 19 (59. 4%)

O R BB AR AT RIAR 23 0B & 72 2 I L < | HER A2 T D IEfI 2 0 7o
21 (65. 6%)

OEPHFHTHEANHRH Y . B HOANHBREH ORI e &4 3 2 R A
BV 72 23(71.9%)

OFHBEDOHKES B DNVIZ W, RO 6(18.8%)

OFHEN TTHRERE ) CRAANOERZT 25 6(18.8%)
OAEERRKEWENZHEA LD S 720 10(31. 3%)

OF — LEROMEF IR EDRV 6(18.8%)

OF —LEROMFELRES LT ENH D 5(15. 6%)

OF — LR & Lo 7O mMs - 7= 7(21. 9%)

OZ ot 3(9. 4%)

HRIECBEICDONTREFNRLET, EXSNDIBBEICIETRBEZLLESNN.

21, MAl (N=100)
1B 38(38. 0%)
O tE 62(62. 0%)

22, REOBEFEM (H&ELZ)  (N=101)
CAb#RE - HAbHs 4 (4. 0%)
OrefBlE O, HE, TEE, #R)ID  40(39. 6%)
CIpdst s (EemELsy) 44, 0%)
Ol 5 19 (18. 8%)
O F{EEHT  1(1.0%)
CAEREH S5 0(0. 0%)
Cirstts 25 (24. 8%)
OrREHS 22, 0%)
CIYE 5 0(0. 0%)
CIFUN - il 4 (4. 0%)
OHARES (EFE HDLFHIKAT5%) 2(2.0%)

2 3. oHEn (a&vzdE)  (N=101)
O3 0L T 4(4.0%)
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(03 1—40m 18(17.8%)
(04 1—50m% 45(44.6%)
(051—60mk 24(23.8%)
06 1Ll 10(9.9%)

24, DRREN—BERLOINERE (B—55B) [CDONTRETFNRLIET,
DIXCDE—SRBIXMYTIH, (FEZFEXZHE) (N=101)
O HAGELSS  26(25. T%) —24—1N

O H ARG

56 (55. 4%) 24 =2\

O AAGE & AARGELUSN DAY 0 (WEGEE S RRREICHET S)

19 (18. 8%)

24—1.

O s
Ol [ E
Ol [ E

—24—3N\

E—ESENBAEZTRVNAICRIEFNRLET,
DISEDE—

SHBIMATID, (HEERIER) (N=24)
bR 7(29.2%)
JREGEE)  1(4.2%)
BEEE)  1(4.2%)

O ERE (Zofl) 00, 0%)

O - gIfEsE  7(29. 2%)
ORIV N AVEE 1(4.2%)

O74 08y (ZHuar) iE 2(8.3%)
224 38 0(0. 0%)

Ok F 2558 0(0.0%)

O A G&

1 (4. 2%)

O5%EE  2(8. 3%)

O~V 7k

5(20. 8%)

Oy nZiE 000, 0%)

OZ oft 2(8. 3%)
24—1—1. BAREBENERIEBERFTHTHNIZ., BHICREEZLIIZE),
(HAGERESIRABAN 1., %)

()
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24—2, £-SENBABORICRIZIFNALET,
FIEBRICEDEREZ. EDLDICHEBLIULED, (EEEIZF)  (N=56)
O 17(30. 4%)
ORARENOFL TR L7 (P @i, R, HMER RE5%)
35(62. 5%)
OF DO EFE2 5 EOFE TR Lz (
31 (55. 4%)
OZofth  5(8.9%)

B B, KT

p=1111

24—2—1. FEBRICESSEDERRENETIEBZERHFSTHNIL. BB
[CRBSLESL, (OOMEAR, )

(1)

24—3. NAUVIAIVDBICHEITNRLET., BAREBE, @EBED/NAJ VAL
TIN, (EEIZER) (N=18)
OrpEGRE (EEE)  5(27.8%)
O ERE (R3REE)  0(0.0%)
O ERE (B 2(11.1%)
OFFERE (Zoff)  0(0.0%)
Ol - gifEsE  4(22.2%)
ORL S AHLEE 2(11. 1%)
O74 08y (#Hw7) 5 0(0.0%)
OARANA 5E 4(22.2%)
O~ K~ A5E 1(5.6%)
O% A5 0(0.0%)
O5eEE  1(5.6%)
O~ 75 0(0.0%)
Oy nZiE 00.0%)
OFofl 2(11. 1%)
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24—3—1. FE@ERICEDSEDEREHERIEBRERFTSTHNIE. BB
[CREBSLES, (OOMEARK, )

()

25, BDBREZOZECONTREINRLET., HRTLCORBFEEZHZTIZSU,
(ARSI DETHE 22T 2513, BEFLEZ BRI, AAROFEKHIEICHYET 5
HLOERBEZLTZEY,) (N=100)

Orpeeade (BEFEHIH)  0(0.0%)

Ot g 0(0. 0%)

O (BEFHL 24)  3(3.0%)

ORER « BPEE - 2(2. 0%)

OFK - PR (BHEFHT 44)  3(3.0%)

ORFHE  4(4. 0%)

OXRFAFEFE (FHEFEHLL 64 39(39. 0%)

ORFAZEL E ORFREE) BEFHKL 7THLLE) 46 (46. 0%)

OZofth 3(3. 0%

26. PREOESUBICDONTREFRLET,
HIRCOHBEEBREHZ TS0, (BEE ) IR L TR W R/ N— R —
. TBL IZIZE OB LEEE OB 2 GO TEBEALSTZI,) (N=99)

OO0EDELL 17(17.2%)

OH > & BdfE#E  18(18. 2%)

OB E 8 (0L 0B  8(8.1%)

OB EH 9(9.1%)

OB EEMEFE 78 38(38.4%)

OB EREE &8 5. 1%)

OB EEEE 86 &8 (3HAFEE)  3(3.0%

OKNEZEEDNV—Ly =T Y7 0(0.0%)

% ofh 1(1. 0%)

27. DREOUHRICES>T, BRLERIFREFTOFEISIBINVFETIH, ©N=99)
CHEV, FADURAR A (FHE) OFRUIXATT, 4949, 5%)
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Oz, BUBEE E 73BN RICF G 2 - TR Y . ROAIZHIN T,
23(23. 2%)

OFL & BBE (E720138) OB & TR CALOWNAE S CHi a2 o TWET,
24(24. 2%)

OZOff 3(3.0%)

28. iz MEA] OEBRANRSIMATID, (N=98)
OwliEER « BER (GRIE, B2, MEITH)  24(24. 5%)
CRERFEOR L TOIEF EEAmRE 12 (12.2%)
CREFAONR L TOF E AR 12 (12, 2%)
OwHELISN O 53 B OFHER - J@ER - 27 (27. 6%)
O ERICEENRVENE (B, 2S— k- 731 ) 16(16. 3%)
OEFRICEENRVBEEE (St - FEERESE)  2(2.0%)
ORGTETE (FEMA, FRoB44%) 00 0%)
OFoft 5 (5. 1%)

29, FEBRICONT, BRBEZDCEDEHFZERBICKEELIEENN,

(21-34 N—TH TBWFEE W)

30. TERRKICDNT
PBEBRORSEEDENZHRLESNZ TN, (201 3FEIREBICHENITDFECTI)
(a1 2 28)

OPDFMREMLES D =3 1ICA=IPRURZEREEEEL,
OHIRY 2 A 29 % -3 3ICCHMERBIZEREEIZS),
OFFL L7232

31. ®REE (PDFM) DOENMERLESINDHER. X—ILP FURERESLE
él’\ﬂ

32. # (®EN—F1000MAD) Z2. BEDULTRKBULNTULLDID? (H%
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v, 2D £97,
OV z, HHLITAE T,

33. HIERED UTKNBE, BEBESECEPT EEMOEL D). BRBZH
g, BERCBEMDBKD. CHEAERBIZET BWB=TFIS) T5A
<IES. GHRLIINSTISNAEREZDEIRMDIEER LN ENDTIE. CHSICEMEE
RESLTEEL)

ZHERT SSEA(]

St NEE@ROEBBZEFIT DICHDERNRTIHKI 2T —VIC. 1V
J—EﬂubtmigoLMDmttﬁigfbaow?(Eé%ﬁ)
O+ 5, &z s 55 TR,
O /1 TE2R0N,

35. 1Y -BAEICTHHDNZLETFTDII T, LECX—ILPRUREZBNTRS
NIZNBEIR>. CHSICRESLIEENN,

CNTPYT—FERRNHDTY, CHAOBDHEDTINFHUL,
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6. Summary of Results of the Survey

The respondents of the Survey are persons with the experience of interpreting in
courts of law in Japan. Majority of the 101 respondents are in their 40s, highly
educated and have the experience of language training either in Japan and/or
overseas. Further, relatively large number of female respondents indicates that women
form a significant group of experts in this language-related field. The languages of
interpretation the respondents work with vary largely from languages such as English
or Chinese to rarer languages such as Persian or Indonesian. Many of the respondents
indicated “contribution to society” or “making use of their linguistic skills” as their

motivation for working as court interpreters.

Court interpreters feel that the three parties of the judicial community (i.e. judges,
prosecutors and defense counsels), often fail to use the subject of the sentence or the
predicate clearly or use long sentences, thus making the utterance difficult to translate.
On the other hand, however, they feel that their work is meaningful, yet often
accompanied by stress and fatigue. Also, 80% of the 39 respondents who have the
experience of working at lay judge trials stated that the burden on the interpreter had

increased due to the intensive hearings conducted under the lay judge system.

In the survey’s box provided for free remarks, the respondents expressed their wishes
such as to be given more time for translation of documents (i.e. opening statements
etc.) before the trial, clarifying the basis for calculating the interpretation fee, increasing

training opportunities or providing interpreters with rest spaces within the court house.

Outline of the Survey

VResearch body: University of Shizuoka Court Interpreters Research Team.
Members: Kaoru Mizuno (representative; associate professor at University of Shizuoka,
Japanese-language education), Mamoru Tsuda (professor at Osaka University,
interpreting and translation studies; court interpreter), Sachi Takahata (associate
professor at University of Shizuoka, sociology; court interpreter; person-in-charge of
the survey), Shizuka Sakamaki (full-time lecturer at University of Shizuoka,
international law), Naoka Mori (full-time lecturer at University of Shizuoka, Spanish

literature) ¥ Objectives: (1) clarifying what changes in the system of court interpreting
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need to take place in order to lessen the burden on the interpreters; (2) proposing
improvements for such changes ¥ Respondents: persons with the experience of court
interpreting in Japan ¥ Survey methodology: combination of survey forms to be filled
out either on paper or online (Google Form); sampling method: snowball sampling
VLanguage used in the survey form: Japanese V¥ Survey period: December 8, 2012
through January 31, 2013 ¥ Number of survey forms distributed: printed forms: 50,
number of forms filled out online: unreckonable ¥ Number of forms collected from the
respondents: 101 V¥Valid forms: 101 V¥ Office in charge: Sachi Takahata’s office,

School of International Relations, University of Shizuoka.

Women account for two thirds of all respondents. Large number of
respondents are in their 40s and live mainly in urban areas of Tokyo
Metropolitan Area, Kinki and Tokai Regions. Many respondents have either

undergraduate or graduate degrees and half are Japanese native speakers.

V¥ Out of 100 respondents who answered their gender, 62 (62.0%) are female, and 38
(38.0%) male. Most numerous age group is the forties (44.6%). ¥ Region inhabited
mostly is Tokyo Metropolitan Area (39.6%). ¥ Most numerous educational background:
undergraduate level or higher (graduate degrees) (46.0%). V¥ Japanese is the native
language for most respondents (55.3%). However, the results show that the
respondents include 26 (25.7%) non-native (foreign-born) Japanese speakers who

came as students, mastered Japanese and started working as court interpreters.

Household composition: married couples with child/ren — approximately 40%.
Half of respondents play the role of main breadwinner in their households and
many indicate interpreting and translation in fields other than legal as their

main source of income.

V¥ Households of many respondents take the form married couples with child/ren
(38.4%), followed by married couples without children (18.2%) and singles (17.2%).
V¥ Respondents as main breadwinners account for 49.5%. V¥ Respondents’ main
source of income is as follows: (1) interpreting and translation in fields other than legal
(27.6%); (2) legal interpreting and translation (23.5%); (3) employment in
non-language related fields (16.3%). The total of part-time and full-time teachers of
language schools or universities is 24.4%. This shows that most of the respondents

are working as professionals in language field.
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Motivation for working as a court interpreter: (1) making use of one’s linguistic
skills; (2) contributing to society; (3) court interpreting leads to improving one’s
skills. Many interpreters expressed their wish to undertake this line of work by

contacting the courts themselves.

V Motivation for working as a court interpreter (multiple answer): (1) making use of
one’s linguistic skills (67.0%); (2) contributing to society (61.0%); (3) court interpreting
as a mean to improve one’s skills (57.0%); (4) fulfilling one’s mission as a person fluent
in a foreign language (51.0%); (5) taking on new challenges (48.0%). ¥ On the other
hand, respondents motivated by attractive interpretation fees are in minority (15.0%).
V Most of the respondents (46.0%) stated that they contacted the court themselves

expressing their wish to work as court interpreters.

Interpretation languages used most often: English, Chinese (Mandarin
Chinese), Korean and Spanish. The results also show the need for minority

languages such as Indonesian or Persian.

VEnglish is the language used by the largest number of respondents (20.8%),
followed by Chinese (Mandarin Chinese, 13.9%), Korean and Spanish (11.9% for both
languages). ¥ Other languages include Indonesian, Malay, Persian, Hebrew, Swedish,

Polish etc.

The period of time when the respondents started court interpreting ranges from
1986 to 2012. Number of cases covered ranges from “10 or less” to “201 or
more”. Respondents with more cases in their experience are often residents of
Tokyo Metropolitan Area, where cases involving foreign citizens are more
common. Further, many respondents have also the experience of interpreting
during investigations by the police or the Public Prosecutor’s Office. Lay judge

trials account for one third of all cases covered by the respondents.

¥ Respondents started working as court interpreters in various periods of time, ranging
from 1986 to 2012, however the largest number of respondents first engaged in this
line of work between 1996 and 2000. The most numerous number range of cases
covered is “1 to 10” (31.7%), followed by “201 cases or more” (18.8%). ¥ Respondents
covered cases under the jurisdiction of the following high courts (multiple answer):
Tokyo High Court (53.5%); more cases involving foreign citizens and interpreters can
be found in the metropolitan area. ¥Many respondents are also involved as

interpreters not only in the courtroom but also during investigations conducted by the
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police or the Public Prosecutor’s Office. ¥39 respondents (38.6%) have the
experience of interpreting at a lay judge trial, some of whom started working as court
interpreters in 2012 and have been involved mainly with this type of court proceedings.
V Approximately half of the respondents believe that they are “mid-career” court

interpreters.

Over 80% of the respondents feel that the three parties of the judicial
community use utterances difficult to translate. Utterances by judges are
considered relatively easy to translate. Factors deciding whether or not an
utterance is relatively easy to translate include matters such as clear indication
of subject and predicate of the sentence, brevity and clear structure of the

sentence.

V¥ Respondents who believe that the three parties of the judicial community “often” or
“sometimes” use utterances difficult to translate account for 87.0% of all answers.
V¥ Utterances considered relatively easy to translate are those given by judges (49.5%).
V Reasons for an utterance being easy to translate are: (1) the subject and predicate
of the sentence are clearly indicated, single sentences are short (both 62.0%); (2) easy

to understand the structure of the sentence (60.0%); (3) appropriate speed (58.0%).

Utterances by prosecutors are relatively the most difficult to translate out of the
three parties of the judicial community. The reason for this is that the
prosecutors usually use long sentences of unclear structure and that it is hard

to grasp the intention of the utterance.

¥ On the other hand, utterances by prosecutors are considered relatively difficult to
translate (42.0%). VY As the reasons for this, the respondents mention: (1) unclear
structure of the sentence (58.6%); (2) single sentences being too long (56.6%); (3)

hard to grasp intention of the utterance (52.5%).

Nearly 90% of respondents feel stress and fatigue related to their work as court
interpreters. This leads to interruptions in concentration, inability to use the

correct term immediately and anxiety of committing an error.

V¥ 88 respondents (87.2%) stated that they feel stress or fatigue due to their work as
court interpreters either “often” or “sometimes”. V¥As causes for such stress and
fatigue, the respondents mention (multiple answer): (1) hardship in maintaining

concentration (54.5%); (2) struggle in finding the right phrase on the spot (52.3%) and
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(3) anxiety of committing an error (45.5%). As a result, some respondents state that:
(4) they fail to produce an accurate translation and need to restate and rephrase their

utterance (42.0%) and (5) they miss small portions of the original utterance (39.8%).

Court interpreters feel a heavy psychological burden. They feel anxious that the
pressure of interpreting in a public space, criticism they might face in case of
errors in interpretation or their failing to translate the original utterance fully,

might have a great impact on the defendant’s life.

V As factors of psychological burden on court interpreters, the respondents mentioned
(multiple answer): (1) pressure related to interpreting in a public space (51.5%); (2)
anxiety of criticism due to indicating of errors in interpretation (34.7%); (3) impact of
their errors or failure to translate the original utterance fully may have on other people’s

(defendants etc.) lives (32.7%).

Two thirds of the respondents believe that the interpretation fee is insufficient.
As the main reasons for this they state that: (1) the interpretation fees are
relatively low comparing to the heavy responsibility of their work and (2) they
receive no reward for translating documents before the trial. Further, the
respondents state that the details and basis for calculating the interpretation

fees are unclear.

V¥ The number of respondents who answered that the interpretation fee is either “low”
or “rather low” account for 67.9% of given answers. Reasons for this (multiple answer)
include (1) interpretation fee being too low comparing to the heavy responsibility
(82.1%); (2) no reward for translating relevant documents before the trial (79.1%) and
(3) low interpretation fee comparing to fees paid in fields other than legal (52.2%).
V Matters of concern related to interpretation fee indicated by the respondents are as
follows: (1) unclear details (64.8%); (2) vague basis for calculating the interpretation
fees (62.6%); (3) level of complexity of the case does not influence the payment
(52.7%) and (4) the payment does not reflect the difference between skills of particular

interpreters (41.8%).

80% of the 39 respondents having experience of lay judge trials feel their
burden has increased due to implementation of the new trial system. As the

reasons for this, they mention: (1) proceedings continue for several days in a
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row, (2) insufficient time to translate numerous necessary documents and (3)

longer hours interpreters need to spend in court.

V¥84.2% of the 39 respondents having experience of lay judge trials feel that the
burden on the interpreter has either “significantly” or “somewhat” increased due to the
implementation of the system. V¥ This is caused by: (1) proceedings continuing for
several days in a row leading to the interpreter having insufficient time to prepare for
the next day (71.9%); (2) insufficient time to translate numerous necessary documents

(65.6%) and (3) longer hours interpreters need to spend in court (59.4%).
(Note)

Please refer to page no. 35-49 (in Japanese) as well, as it demonstrates survey forms

with numerical values in simple tabulation.

(Translation from Japanese to English by Jakub Marszalenko)
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