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THE CONTENTS OF THIS ISSUE IS SUMMARIZED IN ENGLISH BELOW

Analysis of how nurses working in acute care hospitals support hospital
discharge of elderly patients with dementia

Atsuko THATA
Graduate School of Management and Information of Innovation, University of Shizuoka

Abstract:

The number of elderly patients with dementia hospitalized in acute care hospitals is Increasing in

severely aging society of Japan. It is preferable that these patients live in their hometowns after medical
treatment in acute care hospitals. In this study, we analyzed how nurses in acute care hospitals support
hospital discharge of dementia patients to their homes after medical treatment. We sent questionnaires to 648
nurses and analyzed valid 263 obtained questionnaires (answer rate; 40.5%, average of working years; 10.
4+ 4.1) . As a result, in most of questionnaire items, nurses are more supporting hospital discharge of
elderly patients with dementia than with non-dementia. However, nurses tended not to confirm the decision
of dementia-patients, while non-dementia patients often could decide their discharge. In addition, 262
(99.6%) responded that they had difficulty communicating with the elderly patients with dementia.
Most of nurses in acute care hospitals often had a hard time to communicate with dementia patients. In
order for nurses working in acute care hospitals to provide discharge support for the elderly patients with
dementia, secure leaning opportunities, including communication with elderly patients with dementia, and
establish a support system and cooperation system that can continue discharge support. The need to go was
suggested.

Key words: acute care hospital, elderly patients with dementia, support hospital discharge
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